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‘‘No’’ on the Date Certain Tax Code Re-

placement Act (No. 127). To say one is going
to end a tax system without spelling out what
the replacement will be is economic nonsense
and, if anyone actually believed this nonsense,
would lead to tremendous financial instability.

‘‘Yes’’ on the Rural Local Broadcast Signal
Act (No. 128).

‘‘Yes’’ on Mr. BARRETT’S amendment to the
Radio Broadcasting Preservation Act (No.
129), and

‘‘No’’ on passage of the Radio Broadcasting
Preservation Act (No. 130).
f

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. DOUG BEREUTER
OF NEBRASKA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 2, 2000

Mr. BEREUTER. Mr. Speaker, on April 13,
2000, this Member inadvertently voted ‘‘aye’’
on rollcall vote 127 on final passage of H.R.
4199, the Date Certain Tax Code Replace-
ment Act. This Member is opposed to the bill
and intended to vote ‘‘no’’ on final passage as
his statement at that time on H.R. 4199 re-
flected his opposition to the bill.
f

IN TRIBUTE TO MAYOR BILL
LEWIS OF ENNIS, TEXAS

HON. MARTIN FROST
OF TEXAS

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 2, 2000

Mr. FROST. Mr. Speaker, I pay tribute to a
fellow Texan who is both a longtime personal
friend and an outstanding civic leader in the
24th Congressional District, Mayor Bill Lewis
of Ennis, Texas.

Mayor Lewis will be honored this Friday by
his home community and many friends for
more than 30 years as a dedicated public
servant. He has recently announced his inten-
tion to retire after this term as mayor, opting
to spend more time with his family.

He spent a quarter century in Oak Cliff,
where he worked with and retired from TU
Electric long before it had that name. His of-
fice was in the same building as mine more
than two decades ago, so we were business
neighbors who became friends. He was a man
of endless energy in the Oak Cliff community
affairs for 23 years serving an endless array of
charitable and public organizations.

When he retired from TU, he and his wife
moved back to her childhood home, the city of
Ennis. And although retired from business life,
Bill continued the strong tradition of public
service that has made him one of the most re-
spected men I know. He has tirelessly served
his community as a strong and active advo-
cate, as mayor and in countless other capac-
ities.

Service has indeed been a key word in the
life of Bill Lewis, whether in his business ca-
reer, as a charity worker, a chamber volun-
teer, on the battlefields of World War II, or a
father in his local Dad’s Club. The organiza-
tions which have benefited from Bill Lewis’
dedication are too many to mention individ-
ually.

As we honor him in advance of his retire-
ment as mayor, I am extremely proud that this

man who has been a friend to so many is also
a friend of mine.
f

GIRL SCOUT GOLD AWARD 2000

HON. RAY LaHOOD
OF ILLINOIS

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 2, 2000

Mr. LAHOOD. Mr. Speaker, today I would
like to salute outstanding young women who
are being honored with the Girl Scout Gold
Award by Girl Scouts-Kickapoo Council in Pe-
oria, Illinois. They are Elizabeth Liddell of Girl
Scout Troop #1000, Ann Schwingel of #301,
Wendy Matheny of #581, Melissa Eman of
#581, and Melody Blanch of #4. They are
being honored on May 7, 2000 for earning the
highest achievement award in U.S. Girl Scout-
ing. The Girl Scout Gold Award symbolizes
outstanding accomplishments in the areas of
leadership, community service, career plan-
ning, and personal development. The award
can be earned by girls aged 14–17 or in
grades 9–12.

Girl Scouts of the U.S.A., an organization
serving over 2.5 million girls, has awarded
more than 20,000 Girl Scout Gold Awards to
Senior Girl Scouts since the inception of the
program in 1980. To receive the award, a Girl
Scout must earn four interest project patches,
the Career Exploration Pin, the Senior Girl
Scout Leadership Award, and the Senior Girl
Scout Challenge, as well as design and imple-
ment a Girl Scout Gold Award project. A plan
for fulfilling these requirements is created by
the Senior Girl Scout and is carried out
through close cooperation between the girl
and an adult Girl Scout volunteer.

As members of Girl Scouts-Kickapoo Coun-
cil, Elizabeth, Ann, Wendy, Melissa, and Mel-
ody began working toward the Girl Scout Gold
Award in 1996 and 1997. They completed var-
ious projects: Elizabeth built a short nature
trail for a local elementary school, Ann orga-
nized games to be played during inclement
weather, Wendy helped to make youth more
aware of daily injustices and how they can re-
spond, Melissa repaired and reorganized the
books in the Kickapoo Council lending library
and Melody rebuilt the fitness trail at the local
Girl Scout camp. I believe all of these girls
should receive the public recognition due them
for their significant service to their community
and their country.
f

IN HONOR OF BAYONNE ELKS
LODGE NO. 434 STUDENTS OF
THE MONTH

HON. ROBERT MENENDEZ
OF NEW JERSEY

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 2, 2000

Mr. MENENDEZ. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to honor the students selected as Bayonne
Elks Lodge No. 434 Students of the Month.

Each year, the Bayonne Elks Lodge No.
434 selects students from a group of appli-
cants to participate in Bayonne Elks Youth
Day. On this day, young students from around
the Bayonne community are provided a unique
opportunity to interact with local government.

Students take on the role of a government
official, and under the guidance of that official,

learn the process by which local government
functions. This is an excellent chance to re-
ward hard working students for their commit-
ment to academics, while providing them with
useful knowledge for their future as community
leaders.

Today, I commend the Bayonne Elks Lodge
for its commitment to our youth and for its
support and recognition of young student’s
achievements in the classroom, reaffirming
and strengthening the students’ character and
resolve.

I congratulate the students who have
achieved this great success, and I look for-
ward to a future in which the next generation
proudly takes on the responsibility and com-
mitment of public service.

I ask my colleagues to please join me in
honoring the Bayonne Elks Lodge No. 434
Students of the Month, on their special day.
f

RED HILL COUNCIL RECEIVES THE
‘‘MAKING A DIFFERENCE’’ AWARD

HON. SCOTT McINNIS
OF COLORADO

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 2, 2000

Mr. MCINNIS. Mr. Speaker, I would like to
take a moment to recognize an exceptional
group, the Red Hill Council, who was honored
by the Bureau of Land Management with the
‘‘Making a Difference’’ award. The BLM se-
lected the Red Hill Council group because of
their dedication to Colorado and to its out-
doors.

The Red Hill Council is comprised of volun-
teers, neighbors and community partners.
Their mission is to aid the BLM in preserving
several aspects of the Red Hill area. For over
two years, the Council has held public discus-
sions, conducted assessments and overseen
volunteer programs. They have raised over
$80,000 in contributions from the community.

Mr. Speaker, it is obvious why the Red Hill
Council was chosen for the ‘‘Making a Dif-
ference’’ award. I think we owe them a debt of
gratitude for their service and dedication to
Colorado and to its outdoors.
f

TRIBUTE TO RABBI ISAIAH ZELDIN

HON. HOWARD L. BERMAN
OF CALIFORNIA

HON. BRAD SHERMAN
OF CALIFORNIA

HON. HENRY A. WAXMAN
OF CALIFORNIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 2, 2000

Mr. BERMAN. Mr. Speaker, we are greatly
honored today to pay tribute to Stephen S.
Wise Temple which will, on Sunday evening,
May 21st, celebrate its 36th Anniversary. This
anniversary has special significance in the
Jewish faith. The Hebrew letter chai rep-
resents the number 18 and means ‘‘life.’’ Thir-
ty-six, then—is a Double Chai or ‘‘double-life’’
and an event of great importance.

Also on that evening, another event of great
importance will be celebrated: the 80th birth-
day of the founder of Stephen S. Wise Tem-
ple, the distinguished scholar and nationally
respected teacher, Rabbi Isaiah Zeldin.
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In the short span of 36 years, Stephen S.

Wise Temple has grown into the largest Jew-
ish congregation in the West and the second-
largest Jewish congregation in the world. It is
both a caring and active congregation and a
renowned center for spiritual, cultural and edu-
cational studies. On its beautiful campus in the
hills above West Los Angeles, is found—in ad-
dition to the temple—a dynamic elementary
school, a unique Jewish community high
school and a religious institute, all highly ac-
claimed for the excellent education they offer.
They represent one of the greatest legacies of
Rabbi Zeldin—the origination of Reform Juda-
ism’s day school programs in Los Angeles.

It is hard to overstate the vision and the
commitment that led Rabbi Seldin to build
such an extraordinary facility. This complex of
eleven buildings on an 18-acre site carved out
of a mountain which serves more than 3,000
families is a true testament to his hard work,
his dedication, his visionary guidance, his
strong sense of community and his great inter-
est in training young people in the traditions of
their religion as well as the knowledge of the
world.

Upon Rabbi Zeldin’s graduation from the
Cincinnati School of Hebrew Union College,
he became the assistant rabbi of the largest
Reform congregation in New Jersey. He spent
the next several years serving as a spiritual
leader at various congregations and, in 1964,
founded the Stephen S. Wise Temple. He is
the former president of the San Fernando Val-
ley Synagogue Council, the American Zionist
Federation of Southern California, the Pacific
Association of Reform Rabbis and the Amer-
ican Zionist Council. On a personal note,
Rabbi Zeldin did a wonderful job of officiating
at the bat mitzvah of Lindsey Berman.

We are very proud, Mr. Speaker, to ask that
our distinguished colleagues join us in con-
gratulating Stephen S. Wise Temple on its
Double Chai Anniversary, and in extending our
gratitude and appreciation to Rabbi Isaiah
Zeldin for his enormous accomplishments and
his tremendous contributions to the Jewish
community of Los Angeles. We wish him
many happy returns.
f

PHILADELPHIA’S LIVELY ARTS
GROUP FOUNDER RETIRES
AFTER 25 YEARS

HON. CHAKA FATTAH
OF PENNSYLVANIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 2, 2000

Mr. FATTAH. Mr. Speaker, this year the
Lively Arts Group bids farewell to its founding
director, Naomi Klein, who is retiring after 25
years of service.

The Lively Arts Group is unique as the na-
tion’s only nonprofit cultural arts touring orga-
nization since its founding in 1975 by Naomi
Klein. Since then Mrs. Klein has conducted an
average of 50 adult-education and cultural-arts
tours each year, totaling 1,250 tours in her 25
years. Mrs. Klein has personally guided more
than 62,000 Philadelphia area residents
throughout our country to major museums, or-
chestra concerts, theater, ballet and opera
performances, historic houses, mansions, vil-
lages and gardens. For many of these trav-
elers, especially those with physical disabil-
ities, it has been their eye-opening and mind-

opening introduction to the various cultural
arts, which they have subsequently pursued
and enjoyed independently.

At the same time, these group visits have
provided a new outreach audience, additional
new members and support for these cultural
organizations and institutions. Directors of
Philadelphia’s museums and cultural institu-
tions have served as the Lively Arts Group’s
Advisory Board, lending their prestige and pro-
fessional knowledge to these tours.

The Lively Arts Group adventures have
spread Philadelphia’s reputation for its cul-
tural-minded citizens throughout the country
and abroad and continues into its next century
on the principles and highest standards of
arts-education and community service created
in 1975 by its founder, Naomi Klein.
f

IN RECOGNITION OF BROOKLYN
CHINESE-AMERICAN ASSOCIA-
TION’S FOURTH ANNIVERSARY
OF AVENUE U SENIOR AND COM-
MUNITY CENTER

HON. NYDIA M. VELA
´
ZQUEZ

OF NEW YORK

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 2, 2000

Ms. VELA
´
ZQUEZ. Mr. Speaker, today I rec-

ognize the Brooklyn Chinese-American Asso-
ciation’s Avenue U Senior and Community
Center on its fourth anniversary.

Gillian Anderson once said ‘‘Be of service
* * * there is nothing that harvests more of a
feeling of empowerment than being of service
to someone in need.’’ This need is met every-
day for the members of the Avenue U Senior
and Community Center.

In just 4 years, the Center has enrolled
more than 1,600 members, serving more than
150 senior members daily. It offers daily
meals, social service information, referral and
case management, medical and health-related
workshops and screenings, monthly birthday
celebrations, ESL, citizenship, music, dancing
and arts and crafts classes, field trips, as well
as other recreational activities.

The Center additionally is involved in coordi-
nating community events such a town hall
meetings, assisting senior members with their
meeting housing needs, promoting voter reg-
istration and educating the community about
the importance of exercising their voting rights.

President John F. Kennedy once said the
definition of happiness is ‘‘the full use of your
powers along lines of excellence.’’ Members of
the Avenue U Senior and Community Center
understand this happiness and I wish them
and members of the Brooklyn Chinese-Amer-
ican Association continued success and best
wishes this anniversary.
f

SUPPORTING THE FULL FUNDING
OF THE INDIVIDUALS WITH DIS-
ABILITIES EDUCATION ACT

HON. FORTNEY PETE STARK
OF CALIFORNIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 2, 2000

Mr. STARK. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in
support of H.R. 4055, the IDEA Funding Act.

I am happy that this Congress has finally
decided to vote on substantive legislation that

puts our children first. Hopefully, this vote is
an indication of this Congress’ national com-
mitment to our children in the upcoming reau-
thorization of the Elementary and Secondary
Education Act (ESEA).

Over 25 years ago, Congress promised to
pay 40 percent of the national average per
pupil expenditure of all children with disabil-
ities. However, the government has never
funded more than 12.6 percent. This lack of
funding has placed severe strains on local
school district’s budgets.

Today’s vote provides the necessary finan-
cial resources to help our local school districts
to provide a first rate education to students
with disabilities as well as freeing up re-
sources to be used for the education of other
students.

Although it has taken 25 years for the Con-
gress to seriously address this funding issue,
the fact that there is a funding formula has
made Congress accountable to providing
these funds. Educators have been able to
point out that Congressional funding for IDEA
has fallen far short from what was promised to
each disabled student. This link between pro-
gram funding and the student provides Con-
gress with an accurate measure of the amount
of increased funding that is necessary to keep
up with the inflationary increases in a stu-
dent’s education.

This fact should not be lost when we debate
and vote on the reauthorization of ESEA later
this year. There have been many bills intro-
duced that would break the connection of Fed-
eral funding to each student by block granting
these programs. The effect of creating block
grants in such programs as title I will result in
fewer poor children receiving the adequate
funds to provide them a good education.

I ask my colleagues in the majority to re-
member the pressures that have caused Con-
gress to vote on this bill today and how much
its passage will positively impact the education
of disabled children throughout the United
States, I urge them to remember this when
they vote on the reauthorization of ESEA.
f

IN HONOR OF ‘‘TERTULIAS DE
ANTAN

˜
O’’ (‘‘GET TOGETHER OF

YESTERDAY’’)

HON. ROBERT MENENDEZ
OF NEW JERSEY

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 2, 2000
Mr. MENENDEZ. Mr. Speaker, today, I

honor ‘‘Tertulias de Antan
˜
o’’ (‘‘Get Together of

Yesterday’’) for its contribution to the Cuban-
American community of West New York.

‘‘Tertulias de Antan
˜
o’’ came into existence

22 years ago because one woman, Lidia Gil-
Ramos, who came to America in 1965 as a
Cuban refugee, had the desire to ‘‘help make
the elderly happy and help them take part in
local life.’’ She founded the program and vol-
unteers her time as program coordinator.

‘‘Tertulias de Antan
˜
o’’ has helped Cuban el-

derly within the Cuban-American community of
West New York, New Jersey to escape the
disconnect and loneliness often experienced
by immigrant communities.

In describing the work of a small group of
volunteers dedicated to helping the Cuban el-
derly, Gil-Ramos said: ‘‘We work for love, not
for profit.’’ ‘‘Tertulias de Antan

˜
o’’ does not re-

ceive any government funds—only private do-
nations are accepted. However, this has not
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